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How Social Media Has Changed Journalism, for the Worse
[bookmark: _GoBack]Journalism and culture are dominant, impactful pillars of society, sharing inextricable information. Journalism allows people to know everything happening all around the world. It also allows questions that would otherwise be awkward to ask to be answered. It offers informative facts and often the whole truth to everyone out there. Without journalism, the government would probably be in control of everything, and fellow citizens would be ignorant of the happenings around them. Journalism is a critical way to view the past, and it is responsible for the spreading of the modern idea. Therefore, it is essential to know what is supportive of journalism and what is not. Some people think that social media and the internet have a bad impact on journalism. However, the research will show how good or bad social media influence in journalism. Although some people believe that social media has a bad impact on journalism, however, social media has a good influence on the advancement in journalism because it provides the fast delivery of any news in the industry of journalism.
One fundamental reason why social media has a good impact on the journalism industry is that it offers journalists increased access to connect. In the current design of these social media platforms, they have been designed and programmed in a manner that journalists can post their stories. Through posting their stories, it is possible to connect with a variety of readers all over the world (Bahfen, Nasya, and Wake 173). This makes the content more accessible as opposed to having them placed on the websites for the media houses.  
Social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, among others, are the fastest way to spread the news.  In the modern era, there has been an increased usage of social media (Zeller, Frauke, and Alfred 110). The most common reason for its popularity has been due to its diverse nature. It has provided a platform where people can exchange ideas, have fun, access entertainment, and also access to information. In other words, when these social media users get into these platforms, they expect some entertainment as well as information. This fact has positively influenced journalism since a lot of people are using these social media websites, and therefore it is possible to reach as many people as possible.
If we were to imagine a situation where people can only get news whenever they switch on their televisions or access to the websites, it would not be convenient for journalists as it is now. Through the use of these social media websites, it is possible to access as many readers and audiences as possible.
Additionally, mobile chat applications are significant support to the industry of journalism. These mobile chat applications include WhatsApp, Facebook messenger, among others (Lăzăroiu, 9). Through the use of these social media platforms, people can exchange information more easily than before. This efficiency in the exchange of information due to the presence of mobile applications is an excellent boost to journalism.
Also, mobile phones are the best way to exchange information. The fundamental reason behind this is that they are private, and they are very fast to serve a big range of audiences. This step would not be possible since not a big number of people are watching their news every time. Also, mobile phones make it possible for people to get the information they find important to them (Bahfen, Nasya, and Wake 173). This fact is an excellent boost to journalism since the information gets to the right people, all because of the presence of mobile phones.  
It is important to note that journalistic uses of mobile phones vary, for instance, across forms of journalism, location, among others. However, it would be impossible to distance journalism from the use of a mobile phone. Journalists themselves use phones to communicate efficiently with other journalists all over the world. Through these mobile phone-enabled conversations, it is possible to exchange information. This shows how social media positively impacts journalism through mobile phone devices.
Additionally, the fact that social media supports education in journalism can never be ignored at all costs. Most journalists go through their careers using various social media-enabled applications. For example, among student journalists, it is possible to share information and knowledge through these social media platforms (Enli, Gunn, and Chris 1089). A student can easily converse with the professor through social media platforms. This ability cannot be ignored, and therefore it is beneficial to the student journalists while learning. 
Additionally, social media platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram allow you to connect with other users. Through these applications, these student journalists can connect with other scholars in the field of journalism. This step can be a great way to connect and enhance their knowledge in the noble profession of journalism. If social media platforms were not there, this would be easy since, as a scholar of journalism, you would be limited to the number of people whom you can meet and exchange. 
Additionally, another critical impact of these social media platforms saves the news that journalists share. These social media platforms like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, among others, are designed in such a manner they can store the information relayed through them for a very long time. This storage of information is very useful in the field of journalism due to the ability to refer in the future (Valerie 23). It means that the information is already stored and can never be quickly tempered with even in the future. As a result of this, these social media sites can still be excellent platforms for research on past events. It, therefore, means that social media is an excellent boost to journalism since it is possible to refer any information passed through it in the future by everyone.
 A perfect way to demonstrate how social media is useful in forming a reference base for information is through articles and newspapers. If we bought a newspaper, it would be tough to store it for future reference. Also, even if we saved it well, it would not still be enough since only a limited number of people can access it and read (Valerie 23). However, if we stored the same newspaper in social media, a huge number of people would be able to access it at whatever time in the future. This fact demonstrates how social media is useful to journalism than anyone might understand.
Taking the example of a TV, it is true that we can watch the TV through various channels. However, if we need these channels in the future, it would be very hard for us. Such a situation does not in any way apply in the case of the YouTube social media platform (Zeller, Frauke, and Alfred 110). Through the YouTube social media platform, it is possible to access the same channel even in ten years down the line. The ability of social media to store information is an excellent boost to journalism since a large extent enhances information accessibility.
Furthermore, social media is a massive support to the sharing of information. First of all, one primary feature of social media is that it sets an interactive platform. The interactive nature comes due to the presence of the comment section. As a result of having this comment section, social media users can share related information. A good example is the Twitter social media platform. Through this platform, one can use hashtags to share information. This fact renders social media very useful to journalism due to the ease of spreading news. Also, it significantly changes journalism since it is not similar to having the media houses or journalists relaying the information through their channels or Televisions. 

Another example that social media is so supportive of journalism is the ability to go live in social media and hence quickly spread the news to a greater audience. In the current era of these social media platforms, they have themselves also advanced significantly. One form of advancement that well-known is the ability to go live and provide more real-time news concerning certain information content (Cochrane et al. 33). One such social network that can go live is Facebook. Most journalists have been using this feature to reach a wider audience more conveniently. It is a considerable impact on the journalism field since the consumers of their news get them directly at their convenience (Weaver, David, and Lars 849).
Also, social media is the easiest way to see or hear information. The fundamental reason behind this is that social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram are known to have a massive chunk of users (Bahfen, Nasya, and Wake 173). These huge chunk users make it possible for people to access information quickly. The ease of access to information is made possible due to the presence of many people who are sharing information every minute. Mostly, this shared information is very relevant to you. This truth proves how social media is useful to journalism, especially in the ease of sharing or hearing news.
The ease of hearing and seeing information through social media is made possible due to the presence of a high-quality visual understanding of the material of the one watching. With the use of social media, social media users have the autonomy to choose the quality of videos to watch and the audios to listen. People mostly prefer to listen and hear from the high definition audios and videos (Valerie 31). Also, with high definition sound, the tone of voice makes it easy for people to access information through social media. Since voice messaging is one of the best ways to share information, it, therefore, proves the usefulness of social media in journalism. It, thus, significantly boosts journalism due to the ability to access information.
Furthermore, another aspect of social media that has significantly impacted the field of journalism is the issue of online fake news. These social networks have been designed in such a manner that people can share information at their wish. It, therefore, does not limit who shares critical information like news and when (Cochrane et al. 33). Due to this fact, it arises a situation where, despite social media being a good source of news, it has also become an avenue for others to spread untrue content or inadequate reporting of it. It, therefore, proves how it has affected the modern-day journalism since journalists have to keep on providing useful and yet accurate content to their target audience.
Despite social media having all these positive impacts on journalism, some people continue to believe that social media affects journalism negatively.  One way it has negatively impacted journalism is through the comments that people make under some posts and sections. Some make abusive comments that demoralize the readers and therefore making the information unpleasant. Also, other people use this opportunity to spread fake news about some things while online. This makes some people have a bad experience with social media. Hence have the belief that it is terrible.
Additionally, another group that does not recognize the importance of social media in journalism says that it does not help the growth of journalism. The most common reason that these people usually give is that it makes a lot of people to lose their jobs (Valerie 31). The reason why they say this is that social media is spreading the information that employees could spread using other means. Due to this, it makes people believe that social media is not suitable for journalism. Additionally, people also usually refute that social media enables people to access information quickly. The reasoning that is generally behind this is that all people do is an online search, and mostly no one reads books or newspapers. Other people also believe that social media influences students not to concentrate on their studies (Bahfen and Wake 173). Due to this, according to them, social media can never be an excellent tool for journalism do change how people get news. 
Finally, some people indeed believe that social media has an adverse impact on journalism, but in real sense, it helps in journalism to level up every day. Some of the ways are how it offers journalists increased access to content, the ability to share through the sites, and also its colossal support to share the information. All these serve to prove how journalism is vital to the field of journalism. In conclusion, after research, there are two kinds of viewpoints about this topic. One is that social media has a good impact on journalism. Because social media offers journalists increased access to connect, it supports educators in teaching journalism. However, social media can still badly impact journalism by spreading fake news, among other negative ways.  
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